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INTRODUCTION. 



The following flieets arc principally: 
intended for the perufal of fach as are 
not acquainted with the principles of the 
People called Quakers, on the fubjeft of 
women's preaching. Their fentiments may, 
perhaps, at ;he firft view, appear rather 
lingular to fome ; but it is hoped, that tha 
reader, on a ferious and attentive coniidera'' 
tion of them, will be convinced, they are 
founded on Scripture, and fenftioncdby 
the praftice of the ppmitive church. The 
defign of this treacife is information ; and 
to ' point put, in a fuccinft manner, the 
privilege which women, qualified and 
commiflioned by the Holy Spirit, have to 
preach the gofpel. 
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The charaftcr of John Lotke, Ac 
annotator on Paurs cjjiftlcs, h well ^b^ 
lifhed i and it is prefumed^ that the fenti- 
HQ^ts of this gre^t man will not have 
lefs weight with the read^, when it is 
confideredi he ^as a member of the 
eftablilhed religion, and died in its com- 
munion : though he declared a fhort time 
before his deceafe, in the true fpirit of a 
Chrifliian, that he was " in the fentimeilts 
of pcrfe^ charity towards all mcn^ a:nd of 
a fincerc union with the church of Chrift, 
under whatever name diftinguilhcd/* 

But, apatt from the comments and fenti- 
ments of thofe who have ably defended 
the right which women enjoy, in common 
iiirith men, to publifli the glad tidings of 
life and falvation, it is evident, from Scrip- 
ture, and the ' concurrent experience of 
mankind, that, m thfi day of evangelical 
freedom, as well as in the times of the' 
apoftles, all are alike tlie objefts of divine 
regard. * God is no refpcfter of pcrfons* 



Such as fear him, and work righteoufnefs,^ 
are aeeepted of him; whether they b^ 
* Jew or Greek, bond or free, male or fe- 
male ; for they are aU one la Chrift Jefusr 
To every one of the whde bulk of man* 
kind, without exception, a meafure or 
^ manifeftation of the Spirit is given to 
profit withal : and confequently to wometf 
as wen as to men ; which, it ihould fecm,, 
cannot be denied, without calling in queftioft 
and impeaching the veracity of holy writ^ 

Now as this gift^ or grace of God, is, 
the only true fpring of gofpel miniftry,, 
by which we can be made really fervice-i 
able to others in their fpiritual progrefi, 
why ihould we be furprifed that the 
Lord, in his ador<\bIe mercy, Ihould fend 
forth women, as well as men, to labour in 
his . vineyard ? Why do any circumfcribe 
the operations of his power ? Why quench 
the Spirit? Why defpife prophcfyings 
through any inftrument, which the Lord, 
in his wifdom arid goodnefs, may fee meet 

* Odl. m. 23. « I Cor. xU. 7, * 
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tomakeufeof? The Lord, he i^ God» 
He has all power in heaven and in earth j 
and he will raife up, qualify, and fend 
forth, vrhovti he pleafcth, as his delegated 
fervants. Let us therefore bow in hu- 
mility, and fay, from the bottom of our 
hearts, Not our will, but thiue be done.' 

. It is, indeed, deeply to be regretted, that 
in this enlightened age, prejudices (hould, 
cxift in the minds of any widi refpe(ft to 
the preaching of women, who, by the 
fanftifying operation of the Holy Spirit, 
have the neceffity laid upon them to 
preach the gofpeL ** They, like their 
brethren, have no private or felfifli ends 
in view. They covet " no man's Clver, 
or gold, or apparel/* ' As they *' have 
freely received" the divine gift and quali- 
fications for fervice, fo they ** freely give,'* 
or communicate of the fame;^ and, whect 
called by their great Mafter, labour diilnte^ 
rcftedly, according to ability adminiftered, 
for the good of all ; and frequently tOQ> 

* X Cor. is. i6« • Aa$ XX. 33. . ' Mat. x. S. 
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itiroogh no fmaljf difficulties and dlTcou- 
tagem^nts both from within and froni 
\nthout ; fomcthing like the apoftle, when 
he faid " Without were fightings," or op- 
poficion ; and " within were fears."" But 
notwithftanding the. pure and difinterefted 
motives of thefe devoted fervants — ^love to 
God and good wili tomcn,r-the beft fprings 
of human adion, there is ground tobc- 
lievci, that their Chriftian labours, in the 
work of the miniftry, may not, in fome in- 
ftances, have been fo beneficial as could be 
defired. From a prevailing idea, or mifap- 
prefaenfion, in fome, of the unfitnefs of 
women for fpeaking in public on fubjefls,. 
m which the higheft interefts of mankind 
are concerned^ there is reafon to fear, that 
their fervices have been undervalued,* and, 
m fome meafure, fruftrated. I am well 
aware that Truth will,. at. times, under all ' 
difadVantages, find its way into the hu- 
man mindi whatever obftacles It m^y meet 
with in its paffagc, and. through whatever 
medium it may be conveyed': but furely^' 

f »Cor. Tu.-j, 



it m^fi ^. de£rabl« tc> r?;R|Ove^ ^?-fWffr 
zs pbiHbie, every bbftru(5l;icm ^J^aicb^imy 
pedes us progrdfs, and renders tbc noiod, 
in any. manner, unfit to recdyQ\i^ aui^ 
matipg influence* , .* , . ..,.: ) r 

Ta contribute a little toWrds this fak- 
tary purpofe, is the defign of the- cnfuing 
treatife* May that defign beanfwerpdi^ 
and may this- finall compofition tenc^^ 
to. difFufe, though but in a narrq^y 
extent, the knowledge of that^ bleffecj 
prraciple of ^^ grace and truth,*' wbich^ 
V came by Jefus Chrift,*"*^and which if 
indeed the life of men ! And that thpfe. 
who are made fenfiblc of its hijmbiing^ 
and quickenipg influences on theifn^dS|5 
either immediately by the good Spirit oj^ 
God, or inftrumentally by his fervants^ 
whether male or female, may be willing tc^ 
obey its manifefl:ations, and thu§. become, 
not only the called, but the chofen o/ the^ 
Lord, is the fervent breathing oJFflciyifpirit 
to the " Father of mercies, and the God o£ 

* John i. 17. 
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all eomfert/' ' who wiUeth that ail ihould 
come to the knowledge of the tnith, aft 
it is in Jefus, and be faved ! 

' ft Cor. L HL 

Wm. Rawss, jun» 
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' ' THE 

G O S.P E ^ M I,N I S T R Y 

..• i"..; • . .K :!.«».•. •....••>•" 
WOME'N,- fif^.-r :■•;•■•: 

. . ;o the Corinihi^n?>;g}F<?s the fol^i»^ 
lag diueAions concerniag^dve .m^nper im 
which mpn and .yrqips^ fiy)oI():i4$fnf9Pi 
themfelves m the exetcife of their inira£> 

%$ hoi^ [f that ihQ hcaA^ of livery. teanDib 
Chri^.^ and the heade^df ilte^ iivoinaitLdi( 
the ma^;; aod the he^idcf Ghriftiis Ood^ 
%vpxji 9*tk pnjmg, \ or -prophdfymgvj 
h?Riqg bi$ heidf<:ot£ired| tdifonniinaifdEk 
l^s^hcad,, 9iHfi€ycrytwc^itf<(flmt|»Riyrfh^ 
ot prophefiethr wMhhervJfeid uneoveDed^ 
4ifl3iowttF€tbhfr hc5jdt''-~**Ju4gjwy^^ 



e f4 ^ 

unto God uncovered ?^* i Cor. xi. ^, 
4, 5* 13- 



X ;^ *i <i 
Thejudic 



icious Locke, tliah whom^ we 
may fuppofc, few coujd be freer from re- 
ligious prepofTeilion in favour, of women's 
praying and'pTopkefyirig' iti' public aflem- 
blies, fet apart for divine worfbip and 
pious inftruftioiTpTJBftTVgs, in his notea 
on thefe paffagcs, "This about wpineQ 
f^^mtig liMHBctilt a p^age ^s^ mbA: ifi. 
Sfc PdAYs Epirttesi 1 craV« leave topre- 
iStfe a'few dbfcrvati^ns, which I hope 
Aky^tondh^ato the dfeu?ing of it/* ; 

Ah--:* ii.il? j,5 ^.l;;; v. ^ ;. ! J.'. ':! 

"c^<ir;.llii4< w»*i<i bbftwett, ^thatftiii^y 
Aeaoift^mvlblowQiMii' Whopitt^^eaited inl 
puUtc to'bejireifed,^>reiu 6; 1*3^ Thcpc- 
&re1t Yoi^tbe^Do; queflioci at al!,, Wheii 
' «|pii\thc)| oaght to^;^ vtfM «rlienjhey 
affiflediatUhe ^jen^zi^ prai:^ kk'tp4 
pdl^^mbliei 9> <b]% > if nhat were 'the 
t&ing jntraded \iytlk a|Miftle, it had beem 
smeh 'aafiet^ ihorter^ aod'plaiiiav. fw 



1|ua> V^' Iia^ fiu^ rtl^t ^(ogiea ihould be 
coi/^red ifx^^c aiTemblies/' 

«* 2. Jt J?,pla^n^ that .tjiis covering of 
i^e h^d^ia twompiif is r^ftr^ued t^ {qh^ 
particul^ actions w|iichttbey perfonned iQ 
the aflemblyy expreffed by* the words^ 
praying and prophefying, ver. 4, 5, which; 
^»tfiyfr,jlKiy Cgnify, muft tew the 
iknif:: m^iii^mg, whei^ 9iip^(e4 to tite wosi^ti 
\(i th^ s^\x ^eife^ thai; they hwt yrhm apK 
plied to the men in thjc 4th; T^e«'^ } 

« Itwillpoffiblybeobjeaed/'thisal^te 
mfoner proceeds, " if wpmcn weiif ?0i 
be veiled in. the afrcmblies,[jlet tbofe ack 
tiws l^;^hat they iviU, ;the.wome? jow^; 
ic|;,ili U^nx were ilill to be veiM*.. A^ 
iwex^ Th)s would be plaiitily fo, if their 
interpretation ^were, to be followed, whi^ 
are of the opinion^ that by praying apfit 
propheTyimg here,, was ifieant to b^ pr^ 
fent in the aiStmbly, and joining with the^ - 
congregation in the prayers that wer^ 
snadca^ or the hynws that were £angi or. 
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ifi bearing the readWig ind eXpofiribii of 
the holy fcriptiires there; iut againfl: 
this, that the hearing of preaching and 
prc^hefying was ncrer' called preaching 
eft prophdyittg, is fo urianWiirable an 
objcftibnj that I think there 'caii be no 
reply^o- ^/' :^ 1 . :- y 

: ^' 3* the nekt tbing io b^ cofifidered, 
k,> mhAt Ibhdre to be tmderflrood by ^ray- 
mg: atidl, pik)t)ke^idg } (aod^ that '{^^^^ tb 
me to "Beikbe^ performing oT'fotofe partku« 
lar public aftion in the affembly, by fome 
one* per fon^ which was for that time pc- 
cuUar to that perfon, and:whilfb it lafted,. 
the reft of the affembly fdentljr affiff ed* 
Fot, ft csuihot be foppofedi * when the 
aj)6ftle • fsj^ a mai!r prayhig ot^ propHefy- 
mg, that hcjneans an aftion performed^ 
m common by the whole cdngregation ; 
-i^, if- he did, what pretence could' that 
give the' woman to be unveHed: more 
dnring the performance of ftich an aftion 
than- al any other time ?. A woman muft 
be veiled in the ajQTemblyj what pretence. 
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then, or daim, could it give her to be 
unveikd, that fhe joined with the reft of 
the aflembljT io the prayer which fome 
one perfon made ? Such a praying as this 
could give no more ground for her being 
unveiled, tharn her being in the aflembly 
could be thought a reafon for her being 
veiled. The fame may be faid of pro- 
phefyiag, when u^derftood to fignify a 
woman's joining with the congregation in 
finging the praifes of God. But if the 
woman prayed as the month of the aifem- 
^ bly, &c. then it was likely &e might 
OMky thiit Ihe might have the privilege to 
be unveiled/' 

" Praying and prophefying, as has 

: p been Cbewn, iignifying here the doing of 

,. feme peculiar a&ion in the aifembly, 

> whilft the reft of the congregation only 

'« ailifted; let us, in the next place, exa- 

' mine what that aftion was. As to pro-^ 

phcfying, the apoftle, in exprefs words, 

tells us that it was ^ fpeakit^ in the ajQTem- 

• I Cdr, xiv. 5> w. 
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biy. The fame is ;evident, as to prayiog^, 
that the apoftle means by it praying pub- 
Edy with an * audible voice in the cbngre- 
gaiionr/' 

*^ 4. It is to be obferved, that, whe- 
ther any one prayed or prophefied, they 
did it dilone, the reft remaining filent. So 
diat'cvcn in thefe extraordinary praifes>, 
which any one feng to God by the im- 
mediate motion and impulfc of the Holy 
Ghoft, which was one of the aiAions 
called ptophcfyi»g, they fang alone j 
and, indeed^ how conld It be -c^erwife ? 
For who could join with the perfonfopro^ 
phefying in things diftated to him alone 
by ' the Holy Ghoft, which the others 
touU nof^know, till the pcrfon prophefy- 
ing uttered them ?" 

<^ 5. Prophefying, as St. Paul tells us, 
ch. xiv. 3,' was fpeaking unto others, to 
edification, exhortatioq, and comfort j 
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'but cvcrjr fpeaking to others to any of 
' thofe ends was not prophefying, but only 
then when fuch fpeakmg was afpirifaiial 
gifi^ performed by the immediate and ex* 
mordinary motion of tHc Holy Ghoft. 
For example, finging praifes to God was 
called prophefying; but we fee when 
Saul propbefied, the fpirit of God felt 
upon him, and he was turned into ano* 
tHer minf. Nor do I think any place in 
tht New 'Ttffliattient caa be- produced, 
wherein prophefying fignifics bare read* 
ing of the fcripture, or any other aftion 
perfonned, withoqt a* Toptrhatural ^im- 
pnlfe and afiiflicnbe of }the fpirit of God* 
This, we stre'fiinev that iibe.^paofliefymg 
which St. Piol here fpeakii.' (|f^ is one 
of the extraordinary **• gifts' given by. 
the fpirit of God. Now that the fpirit 
of God, and the gift iof prophecy, ihouldl 
be poured out upon 'wdmeh^ as wctt 
9LS men, in the tiipe ^of the gofpel, is 
plain from Afts, ch. ii. 17, 18. *An4 
it fhail come to pafs, in the laft days, faith 

• Z Sam. X. 6« , ^ t Cor. xii. zo. 
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God, I will poor out of my fpirit npon 
allfiefh; and your fons and your daughters 
iball prophefy i'*— ^ and on my fervants, 
and on my hand-maidens, I will pour out 
in thofe days. of myfpixit, and they fhallr 
prophefy*' ^nd then where could be a 
fitter place for them to utter their prq-' 
phccies in than the aflemblies l!\ 

An Author* of the Society of Fricndfc 
obferves oa the foregoing note& of Joha 
Locke. 

ilL ** That a liberty of praying^, with 
an audible voice, publicly, was allowed to 
the women in the Corinthian jchurch -, but 
this liberty wis qot allowed them by the 
apoIUe, but at fuch times as they found 
the fpirit of God to move upon their 
hearts^ l^ an immediate impulfe and affift- 
ance, cauiing them to pray. Nov thls'^ia 
)uft the fame Hberty,' ia every refpeft^ 
which we, who are a people whom the 
Lord im been pleafed to gather, and 

* Jofiah Martiii^ 
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bring into the ajucient and primkiye prac- 
tice of the firft ChrHlians, in this refpeft, 
«s wcU as in others, allow them. Wc 
fay, women arc to keep filent in the 
church, until the Lord, by his fpirit, 
fliali ffiovjc upon their hearts, and open 
thdrmoutlxs/' 

^^ For the worfhip then was fpiritual : 
fhcgr fa]\g with^ the %iric; they prayed 
and proj^he^ with the i^irit i and this 
18 the^wprflup which Chrift himfelf infti- 
tmed. ^ The ^ hour cometh, and now 
)s,' fays, our Lord to the woman of Sa« 
inaria^^'y^^ the trae woriUppers fhall 
worfiup the Father in fjpixit andin truth : 
for the Father fceketh fiich co wprflup 
ium. God is a Spirit; and they that 
worfhip him, mud worfhip bim in fpirit, 
and in truth,'* Hence we may very 
iafely conclude, and infer, (for the words 
<>f <3hrift are here pcrfitive.and binding,) 
that thofe.who afiemble to worfhip- God, 
and pretend to iiiig, to pray^ to prophefy,. 

' Joha it, »j. 
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or preach, and not with the fpirit, are 
not acceptable worfhippcrs to God, nor 
does God accept of fuch WOrfhip of 
them.' * - '.'.'" ' * 

- idly. « That a liberty of prbphfefyfrif 
which according to the apoftfe Was fpeak» 
ing unto edification, exhortation, and com- 
fort, was allowed the women pu1ili*cly in 
the alfembly: fo that 'woinen,':wyo 1i^ 
the gift of^tht Sp}rit,^;wM i^S pf6i 
mifcd to ponr oiif, in' the time o^ thi 
gofpd, on daughters and handmaids^ 
might, when tney found themfelvcs 
moved 'by' tile ttoly^Spirit,' i^^^^ iTi^ 
church \f Hat nfiing^ 'foeyeir' ^*;ere; r'cyraleci 
to thcnS, 'that tended to ccinvinc^e and In- 
flTua> to ' admoriifli "and ^ caution, andlo 
f^frclh and' comfort the hearers;— ia 
ihort, whStever is mduded in the terra 
priiaiching'ljprbvided they- had the aflift- 
ince of the Spirit of ^God ; and; withour 
^at,-it 'wa^ xiot'pro'phelyirig, and coiifc-' 
qiiently ndt preaching, according lo J. 
Locke's obfcrvatiori : ** Prophfefying * 

■ I Cor.xiv. 3« 
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was fpeakitig' unto others to edification; 
exhortation, and comfort; but every 
fpeaking to others, to any of thefe ends, 
was not prbphdying, but only then whcii 
fuch fpeaking was a fpiritual gift^ jierforn^ 
cd by the immediate and extraordinary 
motipn of the Holy Ghoft.** 

^* It is to be obferved,*^ fays Locke^ 
^« that it was «the cuftom for wonien, whp 
appeared in puhik, to Jbe vailed; It h 
plaitt, that this covering of the head in 
women IS reftrained to fome particular 
afiions, which they performed in the af- 
iembly, cxpreffed by the words praying 
and prophefying, whkh, whatever tticy 
fignify, muift have the feme meaning, when 
applied to the women, that they have 
when applied to the m<ih;'* *« It foUdws, 
therefore," fays J6riahMartin,^*whatfoever 
ii fignified and expreffed by the aftions 
of praying and prophefying, when per- 
formed by the men, muft, according to 
J. Locke, fignify and exprefs the very 
ikmc thing when performed by the women; 
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and confequently that there was no d^ 
ference in the mode and mianner of 
women's prophefying and the men's, and 
therefore no more limitations in the 
preaching of \\xc vomenj than in that of 
ihemen/' 

*^ Now this is the gofpel liberty we 
have granted the women, which Was 
fura^tifinl in the primitive church, and for 
which I only contend; and by this liberty, 
as alfo in the times of the apcftles, the 
women become labourers with their brc* 
thren in the gofpel, and their helpers in 
Chridjefus,'* 

' . i . • T • • • 

r ■ . . 

. ^^Ifthe promlfe and pourings fp]:th of :the 
Holy Spirit is a privilege, which women 
as well as men^ fervants as well as mafters 
and miftrel&s^ a^e to partake of imder thQ 
gofpel, as is p^ved from tl^e prophecy of 
Jod, , and from the teilimony x>f Peter. 
And if no one can be righdy. qualified for 
the miniftry of the gofpel, but by the 
Spirit of JefuS) which is felf-^videi^ and 
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iilfo abundantly proved by hcJy Scripture^ 
it tben naturally follows Arom Gal. iii* 28» 
and fome other words of the fame apoftle, 
that as many as have been baptized into 
Cbrift, that is, as many as have been bap** 
tized by the Holy Spirit, have put on Chrift j 
and of what nation, kindred, tongue, or 
people foever they may be, there is na 
refpeft of perfons. There is neither Jew 
nor Greek,' there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female ; for 
they are all one in Chrift Jefus. And^ 
according to the meafu^e.of the gifts re- 
ceived, each one may adminifler, or band 
forth to others, when and wherever oc-» 
caficMi offers, as the Spirit^ iball give 
utterance. O glorious gofpel privilege ! 
Who (hall go about to infringe or narrow 
thy borders ?" 

^* I fhall now endeavour,*' proceeds 
|. Martin, " to reprcfent the fum and 
force of J. Locke's reafoning, by. con- 
tra^ng 4^e feveral arguments which he 

'GaI.iii.lS« ^A(SUu.iv. 
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:|w,3 ufed on diat bc^ Tb«f?:f?»gtTff 
-|iac^ ift '^awl's^ epiftk% vwlwcfe ,fq^; |9 

birtf if ^compar^ togfitber, md^ w«y coHf 

TW!oi»ca were 9^^ q£ djaekf ©jw ^HJt^ je^ ^ 
enter iatiQ qi^^ooan^ aoiJ^ di^t€i$3i&..a 
pnbtic aflfembly jlntt that tfcyw^rc toitwief 
iilent, i£ they h^d no es;tt!*o^4iGajy caltt^ 
jpeak tfa^re ; ajr)4 if' th^y waited, (q. harTQ 
any otbiog: ^^ppkined ta them, for iheir m^ 
ftematioQ^ toa&^^eir bi^i^niis ^ booK^^ 
Nor iw^re they, ixom a fSQe&np|rupii €«f 
thdn owQ knowkdgc oil abUaifis^ts) afluai^ 
er take upon thi{m,.'t0^.b£ tfiadb^r^ orrm^ 
finders of thie congoegatioji;: for tkdb 
things iwodld have had! tao gK^esst^.w^m 
q{ {tending upon even griound' with tb^ 
men, and would not have wdl cojwpdr^ll 
-with the fubordination of the fex« But 
yet xhis iubprdination, which Gad^ for 
jhe fidcc of order, had inftituxed ia. th^ 
'World, hinderea Bot but th^t' WOTDfia 
might pray andiprc^hecy^ lor pxifuh m 
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ilbo chureli^ ^lienevcr they Wefcemd?^ 
^thereto Ixy thetti^mfeofthcHoIy Ghoft.'' 

^' This is tbe fabftance, ahnoft word fat 
l¥Qrd;, .of J. , Locke's reafoning; ^hich; 
as ic muft be allowed^ is very agreeable 
both to our doftrifie.aiid practice in .re- 
lation to the miniiky of teomen, fo I could 
wifli that a fuitable improveuieiit mighi: 
\>c msidc of (o }udkious an author's re« 
marks ; ilncc we 3X^ the only diilin^t bod^ 
•of pei(^le,* who juftify the pradke of 
•women's praying and prophefying, to be 
lx>th reaibnable and lawful, and confonant 
to Scripture, and- the pra6lke of the pri« 
iaitiye;tiises.'^ 

i 

. Matfeew Hefnry, bifliop of Chefter, r^^ 
sharks, on A&$ ,iu iv. '' It feems evident 
to me, that not the twelve apoftles only^ 
but all the huibdred and 'twenty difciples^ 
were filled with the Holy GhoR, at this 
I . . * 

♦ It appears, that the people called Methodifts have, of 
late' years, occafionaily petniitted women both to preach 
jm4. prfKf 49 jl^eir reUpous ^embliea, W. R. 
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tkne; 2^1 tke ferenty difciples, who ^erc 
itpoilolical mcn^ and employed in the fame 
work, and all the reft too that were to 
preach vrfic ^fpeL jill here muft rrfer to 
the all that were together, chap. i. 15. 
and amongft that number, we find, vcrfe 
14. were **the women and Msay the 
mother of Jefus/' Now, on thefe women, 
we may reasonably infer, the Holy Ghoft 
was poured, and that they aftually prophe- 
£ed, as well as ahe men;*' otherwife, as 
an enlightened author wifely obfcrves, 
«^ Peter^s faying, this is that which was 
fp^ken by the prophet Joel,*' and imme- 
diately applying his prophecy to what had 
paffed,andwas beheld in that aflembly,had 
l)een improperly applied." This is a foUd 
and convincing argument to my underftand- 
kig, that women, divindly infpired, have 
the feme right, as men, to publifti the glad 
tidings of life and fakation. The fpirit o£ 
the gofpdvisinexpreflibiy free and xiiffiiflivc^ 
It embraces the whole human race. In a 
word, we are all one in Chrift Jefusj .and 
2thofe, whether male or female, whom Jie 



ic pleafcd publicly to employ in hh fervicc, 
he will appoint as his chofen minifters, and 
qualify for every good word and Work. 
Therefore, with regard to the rainiftct-ial 
office, let all diflin^on of fixes be abo-^ 
lifhed, or done away j and let us look, - 
through the inftrument, to him who is 
pleafed to make ufe of it for our ** edifi- 
cation, exhortation, and comfort," Hence 
(ball we be likely, if we are difpofed not 
only to be hearers, but doers of the word, 
to receive the good, or benefit, mercifully 
offered by the Lord, through the mini* 
ftratioQ of his fervants.. 

But to return to the obfervations of 
Mathew Henry : ** The prophets of the 
OU Teftament/' fays he, " had been filled 
with the Holy Ghoft } and it was faid of 
the people of Ifrael, that God gave thcfti 
of bis good Spirit to inftruft them. But 
now the Spirit (hall be poured out, not 
only upon the Jews, but upon all fielh, 
Gentiles as well as Jews." 



^That the fpirk fhould be in theitrsK 
l^pirit of prophef]^; that, by the Spirit ^ 
they Ihoukl be eoablcd to foretel things 
to come^ axi4 to preach the gofpdi to 
every ereatufe, is evident. This power 
fliall be given without diftmftion of fex ;, 
ttot only your fons, but your daiighters? 
fhall prophefy : without diftinftioa of age^ 
both your yomsg m^ aind your old' mef^ 
fiiall fee vifionsi^ atid dream dearn^, ^nJe 
^1 them receive divine revelations to be 
eommunicated to the chnrches : and with-- 
out difliii6):ion of outward conditio!*, everrl 
the fervants and han^maid^ ftatt #bdeiv# 
of the Spirit, and Ihall prophefy, or in 
gen^m^l mea and women, whom God calls 
hi« fervants an4 handtnaidd. In the be-^ 
gmning of the arge of prophefy in the OlA 
Teftament, there wear^ fcheols o§ propbet^^ 
wd before thiil, the fpitit? of piroph^- 
cainfe upoifc the cJd«rs of Ifiraef that wem 
^ppoimod to the government. B»t my# 
the Spirit iMl be poured oni lipoii per-^ 
fons of inferior rank, and fuch as were 
not brought up in the fchools of the pro- 
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pfif ts ; for Ae kingdom of the Meffiali lil 
to be ^irely Ipirituiil. The m<!ntidn of 
Ae daughters, verfe 17, and the hund* 
maids, verfe 18-, would make one think, 
*iat the women, -^hieh were taken notice 
tiFchap. L 14, received the extraordihaiy 
gtfts €^ the Holy. Ghoft, as Well as tlW 
men. Philip, the evangelifi!, had fatit 
Aiughters, tvho did propheiy.*' Cha^ 

•* To eoneldde this fuBJefl abomr wyi 
men, who became preachers of the gofpef 
by the power and gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
1 ihaill,^' fays J. Martin, " cite a pgJTage 
0ut of the learned Hemy UodwtlPS 
• Biflertations in Trenoennlj* whereby 
S/Tc may learn that the prophetic and e3^ 
traorcfinary gifts: bf the Spirit continued 
fa ihe church amongft women a^ wdll zi 
men, for fomd hundred year$ after the 
apoftles: after this, I fliall take notice, 
how the light of the gofpcl was very much 
^refeid iff rile world, by means not only 
df Ac women mentioned in Pad's epiftles. 
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(anr account of whom we find in very an- 
cient authors) but alfo by feme others^*' 
H. Dodwell faysy in his * Diflmations in 
TrenoBum/ page 96, " We have proved 
in another place, that the extraordinary 
gifts of the fpirit of prophefy were given 
u> others befides the apofties; tind that 
not only in the firft and fecond^ but in the 
third century alfo, even to the time of 
Conftantine. Men of all forts and ranks, 
had thofe gifts, yea, and women too, but 
thofe efpecially who' were mod eminent 
in fome chief place of the church.'* 

^* Bcfides Prifcilla, whom Paul flilct 
his helper in Chrifl Jefus, there is," Joiial^ 
Martin iiibjoins, *• mention made of Try-? 
phena and Tryphofa, who laboured iq 
the Lord; there were. alfo the women in 
the church, of Corinth, and the women ia 
the church of Phiiippa ; of whom Pau| 
writes thus : " And I intreat thee alfoj^ 
true yoke-fellow, help thofe women which 
laboured with me in the gofpel, with Clc^ 
mem alfo, and with other my fcUow-lahoxu:-' 
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crs, whofc names arc in the book of life. 
Now when we confider thefc women, to* 
gether with the Samaritan women, Mary 
Magdalen^ the women met at the time of 
penticoO:, and the four daughters of Philip^; 
I fay, when we confider all thefe and 
many others, fome of whofe names arc 
mentioned, and fome not, in the epiftles, 
may we not truly conclude, that the pro- 
phetic faying of the Pfalmift was verified, 
/* The. Lord gave the word:, great was 
the company of thofe that publilhed it.!' 
In the original Hebrew it is, " Great was 
the company. of the women-publiihers, or 
the women evangeiifts." * 

* P-lalmi, Ixviii. zi. Grotius explaiss ic : *< Dominus dabit 
fermonen; id eft, materiam loquendi uberem, nempe uc 
feminarum praedicantium(vl(5lonas) multum agmen diccret, 
fcUicet eaeque fequimtof .'^ The Lord (hall give thK^word ; 
that is, plentiful matter of fpeaklng : fo that he would 
call thofe which follow the great army of preaching women, 
viz. ViAorics, or female conquerors." And J^rom,. who 
lived about three Hundred years after the apoftles, fays, in 
hi» comment on this place, .** In the Hebrew, it is the wo- 
tnen wKo evangelized, or published the glad tidings of 
. Chrift's refurredlion to the apoftles; where it is faid, « Go 
ye to my brethren, and fay unto them, " I afcend unto my^ 
leather, and. your Fath'er, and to my God, and to- yotir 
God," John XX. J7, l8. 
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IbeKeve, t might here, wlthMt muc&: 
tBfarfvantage to the cauffe I have been de- 
fcfiding^ come to a clofe; yet I am defifdus- 
of icftfingthcfentiments of the able apolo- 
^ift, and thofe of another writer, bk 
tlife ihterefting fubjeft. 

Robert !^rday, in his Apology for the 
l*i*ind^es and Do^ines of the Peopfe . 
calterf^akei^^, obferves, in the tenth pn>. 
pofitfon concerning the miniftry t. ** Since' 
male and female are cHie in Chrift Jefos^ 
and -that he gives of his Spirit no left to* 
one th^n to the other, whien God mbveth^ 
by his Spirit in a woman, we judge it nb 
ways unfewful' for her to preach in the* 
aflemblies of God's people. Neither think, 
we that of Paul^ i Cor, xiv. 34. to re- 
prove the inconfidei-ate and talkative wo- 
men among the Corinthians, who troubled : 
the church of Chrift \k^ith their unprofitable 
queftions; or that of 2 Timothy, xii, i2U 
tJiat women ought to learti in fitence, not 
ufurping authority over the man, any, 
ways repugnant to this d^riae j becaufc 



( 55 ) 

ft is. ciirfar, that wbmeik hive pf opftdfed, 
and prcatcitd m *the chtitch; dfc had 
that faying of Joel been 91 applied by 
Peter, Afts ii, 17. And feeing Paul him- 
fdf^ m the fame epifllc to the Gormthians, 
givcth rnks how women fboufd behave 
Aemfelves in their public preaching and 
praying, it woufti be a maaiftft contras- 
diiftibn if that other place were taken in ft 
hrger fenfi;. And the feme Paul fpeak« 
of a woman who laboured with him in the 
work of the gofpcl : and it is written that 
VhiSp had four daughters who prophcflcdi 
Audi laftly, it hath been obfervcd, that 
God hatfr cffFcftuany, in* this^ day> con- 
verted many fouls by the mifiitoy- of wo^ 
mtr^ and by them aWb fiicquentfy com*- 
fhrted the fouls of hh children; whicH 
manifcft experience puis the thing bcyoirf. 
aH'Conrroverfy/' 

The author of ah apolegetical' pre*^' 
firce to the Differtaction of the Ardi^ 
teifiiop of Cambray^ on Pure Ebve;. 
after adducing fotnc of the partkulaift ii^ 
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ftances mentioned, and commenting on 
them^; argues and expoftuiates in the foL- 
Icwmg manner i 

"If therefore Mary, focommiiSonedand 
honoured ia the prefcnce of the apoftles 
and brethren; if the examples alfo of 
Miriam, a prophetefs in the camp and 
congregation of the Ifraelites, journeying 
from Egypt to the Land of Promjfe ; and 
of Deborah^ a prophetefe. and mother in 
Ifrael ;. both of them in the days when 
the Jews were more imnaediateiy under 
the direftion andgovernment of God ; — ^if 
the pronnfe of God by the mouth of th^ 
prophet Joel, that in the lafl: days, namely, 
the days of the Meifiab, he would pour 
Qut of his Spirit upon all flefh, upon fons 
ax^ daughters, fervants, and handmaids, 
and they fliould prophefy ;; — ^if the nature 
of fociety — ^if its good and profperity, in. 
isdiich women are conjointly and equally 
concerneA— if their known fitnefs and 
capacities for inftrufters, both in, civil and 
rcligidus dutiesj-^if their fouls,, of equal: 
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Take in the fight of God with thofe of 
incn;^" if all ihefc "be not rcafons 
fufficient to convince the reader of the 
lawfulnefs and expediency of women's 
teaching and preaching, becaufe of two 
texts in Paul's cpiftles (viz. i Cor. xiv* 
34. and 2 Tim. ii. 1 2), let him confult 
the paraphrafe and notes of John Locke^ 
as before mentioned, who has ihewn, even 
to a deraonftration, that the apoftle, by 
what is faid in thofe texts, never dcfigned 
or intended, to hinder women from pray- 
ing and prophefying with an audible 
voice, in the congregation, or churcb,i 
provided they were drefled as became 
womea profeffing godlinefs, and did not 
of their own will affume the perfonage of 
do&ors^ or fpeak there as teachers, but 
purely from the motion and impulfe o£ 
the Holy Ghoft.*' 

^ For can it be imagined that thfs 
enlightened apoftle, who thought fo freely 
of the only eftabliflied religion then in 
the worM clear of idolatry, as to fay. 



*^ He IS not a Jew which is one outwanBff J 
neither is that circumcifion, which is out- 
ward in the flefli ; but he is a Jew, which 
is one inwardly ; and ciicdmcifion is that 
of the he^t ; in the fpirit, ,and not in the 
Tetter, whofe praife is not of men, but of 
God.' That he who told the Galatians, 
that, ** In ehrift Jefus, neither cireum*- 
ciCon availeth any thing, nor uncircnm- 
dfion, but a new creature'; '* *^ that' he 
who faidj " All the law is fulfilled' in one 
word, even in this. Thou ihak fove thy. 
neighbour as thyfelf ; **" and that, **^Therc: 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there-is neither 
Bond nor free, there is tiekher malr not': 
female; for ye are all one in Chrift Jefos."* 
Gan it, we fay, be Aought,' that one Co . 
generous in his way of thinking, would, 
have g6ne about to abridge the women ^ 
of any privilege the golpd had^^givcxi 
thpm ? Would he have fruftrated the good 
purpofe? of God, in pouriftg out of his. 
Spirit upon daughters and handmaids?: 

\Koa^. ii a8, %^ ■■ Gali vi. i^. • iWd. v, I4v . 
* • ••! Thcff. V. i^v ^ 
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Would he have quenched the fpirit By 
tvhich alone he himfelf was made a mini- 
fter, or have defpifcd prophefyings ins 
women? 

** The apoftle, in- this very epiftle to the 
church of Corinth, fays, '* Follow after 
charity, and defire fpiritual gifts, but 
rather that ye may prophefy."^ And" 
again, " I. would that ye all fpake with 
tongues, but rather that ye prophefied.'*' 
. Here the apoftle fpeaks to the church in- 
general, and the word allj takes in every 
ihdivid^iar member of it ; and fince he had: 
juft before given diredHons about a wo- 
man's praying and prophefying, as well' 
as a man's, we conclude, his defire ex-- 
tended as well to women as to men. Cer- 
tainly the word all includes both women 
and men, otherwife, the defire of Paul^ 
who was made a minifter of the Spirit, 
would have been more narrow and con- 
fined than that of Mofes, who was only <a 
minifl:er of the law. For when Jofliua, the 

V X Cor. xiv. x.^ « Ibid. xiY.^. 
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fbn of Nua, came and told Mofes, that 
Eldad and Medad prophefied in the camp, 
and defired Mofes to forbid them, Mofes 
faid to hira, " Envicft tliou for my fake I 
would God that all the Lord's people 
were prophets, and that the Lord, would 
put his fpirit upon them/*' Now, all 
the Lord^s people raoft certainly compre- 
hended the Miriams and Deborahs, ih 
the camp, as well as the Eldads and 
Edads;*^ 

" Befidcs, if we confider that God had 
promifed, that, in the latter days^ he would 
pour out of his fpirit upon fons and 
daughters, and that they fhould prophefy;. 
it cannot be thought, that fo great a 
miniftcr of the fpirit, well iacquainted with 
the defign of the gofpel' and the predic- 
tfons of the prophets, would abridge the 
women of any privilege granted to 
them by God. But, it is clear and 
evident by fcripture, that the promifc of 
God; refpefting women, was ratified an^^ 

' Numb.ii. »9/ 
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confirsned in^ the firft Chriflian cBtircfi ; 
for it is faid, " When the day of Pcnte- 
coft was fully come, they were all with 
cmc accord ia one place ; — and they were 
aU filled with the Holy Ghoft, and began 
to fpeak with other tongues as the fpirit 
gave, them utterance. And when the muU 
titude, which came together to fee them^^ 
were amazed, and faid one to another^ 
what mesuieth this? Peter (landing up, 
with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and 
faid to them. This is that which was 
l^ken by the prophet Joel, it fiiall come 
to pals ih the laft day^, faith God, I wilt 
poitr out of my fpirit upon all flidh ; and 
your fons and your daughters fhall prow 
phecy,*' &c. Now Peter's faying " thi^ 
is that which wa& fpoken by the prophet 
Joel,*' and immediately applying his pro- 
phecy to what bad paffcd, and was be- 
held in that afiembly, is a plain indication- 
that women prophefted there as well as^ 
men j otherwife Joel's prophecy had 
been improperly applied.'* 
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• ^ Hence wc infer, and?concliidc, finca 
the gifts and graces of. the Holy Spirit 
were pouredrout upon- woraea as well aa- 
HiCD, in. that firft cvangclisai chucob, on 
9£kmbly ^ and, by thcin(iianc£iofI^iu£p.V^ 
four daaghte^ who were pcophetefiesf 
continued flowing like the widow^s oifc^ 
from yefibl to veilcFf it is abfiirdito thiak^ 
that the fi^ee and generous aipsjiUc o£ tiw 
Gentiles would have ft'oppedov hiii^i»e# 
is^ flowing in any perfon i^i^iaifoe^en'^ 

The IUa4e;f l^as s^^w b^ore biin a frnfff 
ti2^y of what has becii written by tbc) 
l^mg^^g. auihox;s, in favoar and d<£e^4 
of women'a e;sexcijiiig the mipiftecial ^]Sii 
#f the HotjF Spirit FuUy fadsfied^ hi 
general^ with, die able manner in which 
i^(e writers have treated the fubje^ 
a^d cosvi^ced oi the right which womeay 
Uti^lf i^^64 or anRpinied by Gd4i 
bave t<^ the^xerciiie of tlaa free; an4 glot 
«ioas privrlege of the'gofpel difpenfatioi^ 
there appears littke. occ^o^ to GOftke any 
addition of my own. Ifhall, however^. 
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lake the liberty ta remark, tB^t tBe So^- 
dety of Friends has now cxiftcd for ncar-^ 
ly a century and a half, and that during 
ihi$ period, the gofpcl labours of many 
women have, at times, been eminently 
ilfcftil and fignally blcfled. Not only have 
iheybecn enabled by him, who "put* 
teth fbrth his (hcep, and goeth bcfbri 
them,"' ta labour fuccefsftilly in' their 
©tm rrflgiotis fbciety ; but they have alfa^ 
©ccafionally been conftraincd, liy the 
power of Divine love, to call to and in^- 
vite otfrcfs, not of tftdr comnmnibn, td 
cteKne, •*^ tafte and fee*'' for themfelves 
•* that the Lord is good/" And there 
is amplte reafon to believe, that in the 
Dfvine hand^ they have been the means 
of turning maiiy from " darktiefs to light, 
and from the power of fatan unto 
€bd.*'' Thefe are furely, in a; good de-^ 
gree, the marks^of true apoftlefhip, or oif 
thofe that are fent of God to pfeach the 
gofpel. Shall we then lightly efteem the- 

•*Iohnx.4» • Efalin xxxiv. 8l '''Adsttvl. ul 
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miniftry of thefe, the Lord's fcrvant^f 
Shall we do defpite to- the fpirit of grace, 
and irreverently deride the influence and 
motions of the Spirit of God, by which, 
and which alooe, we can work out the 
falvatiou of our immortal fouls? Far, 
very far,, be fuch thoughts from every 
jnind) left that fliould come upon us, 
whi^h was foretold by the prophets ; 
•* Behold, ye defpifers,^ and wonder and 
perifh ; for I wock a work in your days, 
a work which ye (hall in no wife belifve, 
though a man declare it unto you.*'* 
But I hope better things, and things that 
accompany falvation. y" The love of 
God is mercifully extended to the work*- 
manfliip of his hands. He willeth all mea 
to be faved. " The fpirit and the bride 
fay come ; and let him that heareth, fay 
come ; and let him. that is athirfl come ; 
and whofoever will,. let him take of the 
water of life freely."" And I truft the 
period will arrive, when the declaration 

« A&ssiii* 41. ^ Heb.Tl 9« ••EeT.Kxii. Zf» 
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c(f die o^angelical prophet will be ac- 
complifhed, that " the earth fhall be full 
.of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the fea.*'* 

^ Ifaiah XX. 9. 
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I 9 UMI WMNI IS 
to tNi UHUHY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NOIMIECEirr OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 
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